Natural Sciences Chairs Council

January 23, 2006
1:00-2:30 TO-145
MINUTES

Priorities for the Year (Projected):  Funding for BI and PS remodeling, Make FTE target (Fall-100.7%), Recruit faculty positions, Computer Engineer Program, Observatory, Follow-up 5-Year self study, Recruiting regular and Presidential Scholars students, Additional staff lines for the College
Approval of minutes for January 9, 2006 - Approved
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs

a. Lory – It is time to put together a Commencement Committee; Inquired as to whether or not the Chairs would like me to contact the same committee members from last year
b. Health Science – Have a list of strong candidates for the Chair position and have concluded phone interviews, should have a list of campus visits this week; Had fun on Saturday planting trees for Watson Development with HSCI, Geology, Physics and Nursing students
d. CSCI – The revised Computer Engineering prospectus has been approved by the Dean and will now be forwarded to Lou 

e. Roberto – Recently received 40k from Mrs. Glenda Bayless for the Observatory and 25k endowment for Nursing Program Scholarship
2. Announcements from Administration

a. CSU Grad Student research competition will be in February, contact Grad Office for details if interested.
b. Forgivable Loan Applications available to lecturers; will receive up to 30k per year while working on doctorate; If the lecturer continues to work at CSU for five years following, the loan is forgiven; pushing for diversity; see Grad Office for more details
c. CSU Academic Technology Leadership Conference – 2-27-06 in San Diego; See the Dean if you are interested in attending

d. CSU Math & Science Teacher Summit – 3-2-06 in Industry Hills; The Dean is looking for representatives from departments to attend 

e. CSU had meeting of Presidents re: LA Basin; Hayward, Sonoma and Humboldt project lower enrollments; to meet target CSU-wide, students may be moved around to other campuses; Currently there is a 19% transfer rate from community colleges to four year universities in the LA Basin; 
f. The Dean wants each department to give thought to the rate of growth they can handle per major and also in service component and to be ready to discuss during the self study review.
g.  5.7% budget increase and fee buyout for a 7.3% increase total for next year is proposed in the Governor’s Budget.

h. $5 million in Governor’s budget to address marginal funding for CSU
i. Trailer bill – Change student fee revenue to allow money to stay on campus until expenditures hit

j. $2.3 million included in next year’s Governor’s budget to increase the CSU MS Nursing program

k. $234 million in higher education bonds – few construction needs after the Performing Arts building; nothing in the pipeline, so start thinking about construction projects that you would like to see happen

l. Havasu/Needles project is being presented to the Native American tribe this week.
Action Items: 

Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling update: 

a. Winter – No updated data as of yet
b. Spring – John Craig needs a list of courses that depts. are paying for at PDC
c. Summer – some departments have not turned in projected schedule to the Dean
d. Fall – there will be a meeting soon on large lecture classrooms

2. Lottery Equipment money- Per attachment, computers that are shaded are proposed for purchase with the first round of money, and the rest will be purchased with the later rounds. The Dean has specs for basic computers, and any additional specs on the computers should be given to the Dean including the source of funding by the end of this week.  Non-student computer equipment (per attachment) will also be purchased with the first round money: Depts. to order and Helen will backfill their accounts

3. New Degree Emphasis for the College: The Dean would like the chairs to take them back to the departments and see if there is any interest, if so, then rank them:
a. Bio Informatics / Engineering (Biology & CSCI)
b. Video Game Design (CSCI & Physics)

c. Forensic Biology (Biology & Chemistry)

d. Information Security (CSCI)

e. Museum Science (Biology & Geology)

4. Museum Committee:
a. Computer Science – Dick Botting

b. Geology – Erik Melchiorre

c. Physics – Laura Woodney

d. Biology – Stuart Sumida

e. Kinesiology – Shannon Siegel

f. Chemistry – John Tate

5. Commencement Speaker for June – a unanimous NO
6. Silent auction items for CSUSB Gala in May: minimum of $100.00 – give ideas to Roberto by mid-February
7. NSF Scholarship in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (S-STEM) grant – had first meeting on 1-20-06 and discussed how to have students qualify: AP credit and/or GPA; the next meeting will be held on February 3, 2006; The PI, George Georgiou needs a statement from all departments that wish to participate.
8. Construction Projects:
a. BI Building – Decontamination has begun and could take 3-4 weeks; bids open on Wednesday, 1-25-06; projected start date of remodel is ASAP and could start as early as mid-February
b. Observatory - $400,000 proposal to the Kreske Foundation should be evaluated by March; Contacted Hansen’s Bottling for contribution and it is under review; trying to set up a meeting between Next G and T Mobile

