Natural Sciences Chairs Council

January 27, 2003

1:00-3:00 BI 129

Minutes

Priorities for the Year:  Making FTE Targets, Student recruitment both high school and community colleges, Observatory, Space concerns (Annex, BI and PS Remodel, Technical Staffing Concerns, Lottery $$ allocation preservation, Faculty computer replacement, Develop matching funds for grants, Faculty recruitment, Possible new degree options (Engineering, Environmental Science), Sharing faculty through team teaching and joint appointments, Laboratory Computer Replacement Plan, Flexible Faculty Workload, Student Retention/Graduation Rate
1. The minutes for 1/13/03 were Approved
Informational Items

1.
Computer Science due Feb. 11th.  Biology (March), Chemistry (April), Math (May), Kinesiology (June)

2.
Transfer Day—February 22. There will need to be a representative from each department to advise transfer students.

3.
If you have any faculty that would be interested in the Associate Dean position, please let Rob know soon.

Action Items: 

1.   It was agreed that $150K would be set aside for start-up funds, $55K for computer replacement, and the attached CNS Equipment List for 2002-03 was approved with revisions..

Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update 

a. Spring – nothing new to report.  

b. Winter – please be sure to change all “staff” to faculty names.

c. Summer—Schedule build begins today.

d. Fall—Build begins February 24.  Large lecture rooms have been assigned for the year, if you requested a time slot, you got it.

e. Minor Cap -  Send John an e-mail to let him know if you are planning  to submit a proposal.

2. Budget scenarios of 4% and 3% reductions – The President is estimating CSUSB’s cuts to be around 3%.  After a long discussion, it was decided that we would use the same model that was agreed upon last year.

3. Recruitment of Press-Enterprise Scholars –   This Saturday is the day that these students will be coming to campus for a tour, dinner and basketball game.  It looks like there should be 5-10 students and their families this weekend.

4. Construction projects update

a. Science Annex – The building should go out to bid in Mid-February.  It is possible that we will break ground in June.

b. BI and PS Buildings – Still no plan has been approved.  John is meeting with Bill Shum later in the week to go over the plans.

c. Observatory – No change in progress.  Still awaiting Keck Foundation decision.

d. Geology Rock House – The site has been approved from Chancellors Office.  The money has been transferred to cover the construction.  Utilities need to be decided upon.  It is still on the list for minor cap for summer 2003.

