Natural Sciences Chairs Council

January 9, 2006
1:00-2:40 TO 146C
MINUTES 
Priorities for the Year (Projected):  Funding for BI and PS remodeling, Make FTE target (Fall-100.7%), Recruit faculty positions, Computer Engineer Program, Observatory, Follow-up 5-Year self study, Recruiting regular and Presidential Scholars students, Additional staff lines for the College
Approval of minutes for December 5, 2005 - Approved
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs

a. Chemistry – Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on Wednesday, January 18, 2006 at 2:30pm between CS and BI buildings – Tours will follow the ceremony, and the museum will be open
b. CSCI – Computer Engineering proposal will be submitted to Dean by the end of this week
c. 
d. 
e. 
2. Announcements from Administration

a. Chancellor’s office gave formal approval of BSN program at Palm Desert Campus
b. Chancellor approved impaction of pre-nursing at Palm Desert Campus
c. There is an effort to re-design the CSUSB logo during this year

d. Assistance for faculty housing has been voted in; Single with yearly income of less than $47,000 or married with less than combined yearly total of $55,000 and families with children earning less than the low $60,000k  can receive up to $70,000 for deposit on a house in San Bernardino; If you live in the house for 10+ years the loan is forgivable; 15 loans are available to the campus annually

e. Budget proposal by Governor: doing away with student fee increase which is to be picked up by the state baseline

f. Lower Graduate student requirements from 15 to 12 being consider by the Legislature.
g. Bond proposal for additional buildings – may open possibilities for the campus, so departments with justification need to get proposals together asap

h. Regarding legal cases: Destruction of documents reflects negatively on the individual who destroys them when there is a legal matter pending. This includes e-mails.
i. The Dean is looking for summer class listings and numbers from the departments

j. Faculty members for the Museum Committee: Names to be submitted to the Dean no later than January 18, 2006
k. 
l. 
Action Items: 

Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update 

a. Winter – College appears to be slightly over target and the university appears to be under target by almost 2%
b. Spring – No activity, priority registration begins on February 6, 2006
c. Summer – Schedule build phase; last week for restricted rooms; after this week, rooms allocated to CNS will be up for grabs; John Craig has assigned rooms to the classes that have already been entered; John is looking for available faculty to teach a NSCI capstone class in session I
d. Fall – Large lecture room allocation matrix is being designed; it is important to determine which classes will have 96 + students; Attachment was handed out showing current usage for each college of large lecture rooms; Deadline for feedback on need for large lecture rooms is January 18, 2006
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
· 
· 
· 
6. 
7. 
8. 
2.
 Suggestions for a New Degree Emphasis for the College:

a. Physical Therapy and Occupational Therapy

b. Bio Informatics / Engineering

c. 
d. Energy / Water Science 
e. Video Game Design

f. Forensic Biology

g. Psycho Physiology

h. Information Security

i. Computer Forensics
j. Museum Science
Chairs are to ask for suggestions from their faculty 
3. 
Final conference for 5- year reviews:
Be prepared to discuss original self study report, consultation report and response to consultation report; Lou may have questions on materials in your department; Goal: at the end of the meeting, to have determined priorities for your department that will receive support from upper administration. The Dean and Dr. Fernandez will get together and determine the priority of allocation of resources after all meetings are completed.
4.
NSF Grant opportunity for scholarships in Biology, Physics, Mathematics, Computer, Chemistry and Geology is available but must be linked to student recruitment: Successor to C-SEMS grant; maximum $10,000 per student with $500,000 over 5 years and $125,000 per year; Deadline of March 15, 2006 for letter of Intent and April 12, 2006 for full proposal; Must be a good student and demonstrate need; Designed to recruit students to the sciences from high school; George Georgiou will P.I. and looking for Co- P.I.’s from participating departments; Interested departments includes, Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science, Geology, Math and Physics
5.
Computer Replacement
a.
Committee members: Art Concepcion, Dave Maynard, and Dave Polcyn are to evaluate existing plan and formulate new ideas and plans for new cycle; Submit report to Dean by first Chair’s meeting in February
b.
Computer to Purchase list identifies computers the have been located and are prioritized to be replaced.  Master Inventory list shows computers that could not be located – if the departments are able to locate them, notify the Dean  and they will be considered for replacement.  If not, the computers will be surveyed.
6.
Construction Projects:

a. Chemical Sciences Building: Currently in the “fix-it” phase; museum open on January 18, 2006
b. BI and PS Buildings: Main bids are out; Demolition bids have closed and low bid was well below budget; Campus is in the building decontamination process
c. Observatory – Received contribution of $40,000 from Glenda Bayless and spouse; Grant application has gone out to the Kreske Foundation; Observatory may surface high on next year’s priority list with Feds.
9. 
a. 
b. 
c. 
