Natural Sciences Chairs Council

October 10, 2005

1:00-3:00 TO-145
MINUTES

Priorities for the Year (Projected):  Funding for BI and PS buildings, Make FTE targets, Recruit faculty positions, Computer Engineer Program, Observatory, Follow-up self study, Recruit regular and Presidential Scholar students, Identify additional staff for the College

Approval of minutes for September 26, 2005 – Approved

Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs

a. Chemistry – Chair Council lunch on Wednesday, 10-12-05 at noon in the Panorama Room
b. Roberto – Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for CS Building on Thursday, 

11-17-05 from 9:30 – 11:00
c. CSCI – Received review back from Chancellor’s office on the Computer Engineering program; received feedback and would like a revised proposal with some clarification and additional information. Should be able to re-submit within 2-4 weeks; CSCI will be holding an Open House on 11-4-05 for high school and community college students, CSCI will give demos and presentations on projects
d. Lory – Need names from departments of Department Evaluation Committees 

e. Geology – 2 students were awarded national scholarships; 3 students had abstracts accepted
2. Announcements from Administration

a. President Karnig wants faculty searches posted on each respective department’s web-site
b. Academic calendar has gone to the Senate for approval; they are looking at moving June graduation up one week as to not to  fall on Father’s Day; The State has mandated that 2 holidays must be taken on that specific holiday date, so staff may have to take vacation time at the end of the year
c. The Dean wants each department that has a graduate program to submit the number of grad students they can accommodate vs. how many are in their programs now
d. The Dean would like each department to set up scheduled meetings for him to meet with the faculty
e. Admissions and Student Recruitment still need updated admission letters from Biology and Math
f. 3 Departments (Geology, Kinesiology, and Nursing) consistently turn in their book orders late. The Dean would like these departments to work on getting them processed in a timelier manner
g. Winter book adoptions are due at the Bookstore on 10-17-05
3. Admissions & Student Recruitment – Open House on October 15th from 10-2: The College has two presentation time slots: 10:30-11:00 and 11:15-11:45. We need 2-3 faculty per session. From 12-2pm, there will be a “fair” with exhibition tables for each College. George needs fliers and brochures from each department no later than Friday, 10-14-05. This will be an annual event geared toward high school seniors

Action Items: 

Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling update: 

a. Fall – With only two days till census, the College is at 101.8%
b. Winter—Schedule has been built, Priority registration begins on

11-1-05
c. Spring – Schedule build is set to begin on 10-31-05
2. Lottery Equipment Allocation (attachment) The Dean went over the list and it was ok’d by all; the next allocation will be approximately the end of November
3. Staffing needs for the College – We have no new staff lines although we have access to funds. Some representatives from the Geology and Physics Departments met with the Dean to discuss the need for research and instructional technicians.  They suggested talking to Dr. Fernandez to seek upper administration assistance, or possibly reallocating lottery funds for the tech positions with half of the allocation going toward the techs and the other half toward equipment needs.  It was agreed to continue the discussion after getting input from each department.  Smith will assist the Dean in distributing a template for department input.
4. Construction Projects
a. Chemical Sciences Building – CPDC gave a 10 day list to the contractor or they will be back charged on items that our Facilities Services has to complete
b. BI and PS buildings – Bid walk thorough on 10-14-05. Construction could start as early as late November or early December
c. Observatory – Approaching the Kresge Foundation for grant which could total $400,000; T-Mobile will be making a site visit; and we are back on Congressman Baca’s list for submission in January 
