Natural Sciences Chairs Council

October 24, 2005

1:00-3:00 TO-145
MINUTES

Priorities for the Year (Projected):  Funding for BI and PS buildings, Make FTE targets, Recruit faculty positions, Computer Engineer Program, Observatory, Follow-up self study, Recruit regular and Presidential Scholar students, Identify additional staff for the College

Approval of minutes for October 10, 2005 – Approved as amended
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs

a. Geology – Professional Master’s Degree in Environmental Sciences should be completed today
b. CSCI – Attended a Science and Technology Partnership seminar in Riverside, Ca: goal is to expose K-12 students to science and technology; CSCI will be hosting an Open House on November 4th, 2005
c. Kinesiology – Bryan Haddock received an NIH grant totaling $500,000; the department has almost completed their self-study response
2. Announcements from Administration

a. Budget Council Meeting on Friday, October 28th from 9-11am 
b. Board of Trustees are meeting on October 27th regarding market salary equity to be spread out over 5 years; they are looking at possibly converting the 3.5% increase to a merit salary increase in the future
c. Discussion is occurring about moving remedial education to the Community College level (San Diego State and San Marcos are already doing it)
d. The Chancellor is looking at Early Assessment Program in that it doesn’t appear to be as successful as anticipated.
e. The CSU approved the Ed.D. degree which is to begin in 2007
f. State is providing more money to fund RN-MSN 3 year program for persons already having a bachelor’s degree.
g. CSU University Advancement Offices do not have enough capital campaigns
h. Fall enrollments: made target across the CSU; Fullerton went up 2200 FTEs

i. Sid Kushner sent out an email regarding a 45 minute mandatory workshop on human subjects; Workshops to be held on November 1st from 10:00-10:45am and on November 2nd from 10:30-11:15am in PL-015

j. Student computers have been identified for replacement this year for the following departments: 

CSCI – 100, Biology – 7, Geology – 7; There was also a question as to the replacement of smart classroom computers and who is responsible for these upgrades
3. Call for reimbursement for additional classes – deadline October 27th
Action Items: 

Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling update: 

a. Winter – Priority Registration from November 1st – 22nd
b. Spring – Schedule build is set to begin on 10-31-05
2. United Way State Contribution Campaign – Knea Hawley gave a short presentation on the campaign; reasons to give, spoke about different agencies needing assistance and the ways in which to contribute
3. Commencement – Ceremony will be held on December 10th at 2:00pm; Sharing ceremony with Arts and Letters, Education and Liberal Studies; Guest speaker – Judy Rymer; Departmental Honors due to Lory by November 14th; Need list of faculty attending and volunteering to Lory by November 23rd .
4. 2005-06 Budget – Helen handed out rollover reports which will be loaded this week; The new reimbursement rate per WTU is $950
5. Budget Augmentation – per attachment, the dean explained the distribution of funds for this quarter; increase for those departments who went over target

6. Nominations for Wang Award – The dean inquired as to whether there are any faculty that we should nominate for this award; Biology, Chemistry, CSCI, Geology, and Physics are eligible for Category B; HSCI, Kinesiology and Nursing are eligible for Category D. The deadline is December 5th 

7. Staffing needs for the College – Discussion on revising columns on the rubric form to include: the types of equipment each department needs staffing for; amount of money spent on maintenance for the equipment. Have data available by next meeting, November 21st
8. 2006 Presidential Scholar reception – November 15th from 6:00-6:45pm in the Cousoullis Arena; The dean has requested that each department have a representative present 

9. Ribbon Cutting Ceremony/Open House for the Chemical Sciences Building has been rescheduled to January 18, 2006 from 2-4pm due to the fact that the building is not completely finished; The ceremony will be held in CS-142 with building tours to follow

10. Construction Projects
a. Chemical Sciences Building – Contractor is still working on completing the punch list; Counter top meeting will be on October 26th at 1:30pm regarding their defectiveness
b. BI and PS buildings – Signs have been posted that the BI building will be closed as of October 25th; complete move out deadline of BI building is November 7th. Any items left after that date will be considered abandoned
c. Observatory – No report 
