Natural Sciences Chairs Council

October 9, 2006

1:00-3:00 TO 146

Minutes
Priorities for the Year (Projected):  Potential topics:  Make FTE target (Fall-Winter-Spring), Recruit faculty positions (Biology (2), Computer Engineering (1), HSCI (1), Math (2), Nursing (3)), Develop a recruiting CD, Identify a new building and/or additional laboratory space, Computer Engineering Program, Environmental Sciences program, MPH program, Observatory, Follow-up 5-Year self study, Recruiting S-Stem program, regular and Presidential Scholar students, Additional staff lines for the College, 

Approval of minutes for September 25, 2006.  The minutes were approved as amended.
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs 
· Ted Coleman – Attended new Chairs’ training at CSU Long Beach last week.  Dave Polcyn & George Georgiou also attended.

· Lynne Leach – Nursing is working on a grant application for their 2nd project with RCH.

· Helen Johnston – Department Chairs thinking about or planning to take sabbatical leave should see her in advance to discuss salary.

2. Announcements from Administration
· CSUSB open house had a total of 150 people show up.  NSCI presentation had approximately 25 students and 40 parents.  1/3 of the students were Juniors in High school and 2/3 were Seniors.
· Call for outstanding professor is due by October 25th.  Nominations will be discussed at the next meeting.
· Request for updates on website from Chemistry and Nursing.  Chemistry’s updates are completed.  
· Check schedule of classes and make sure they are updated on department websites.

· Announcement from the President –  a CSU Review Team, consisting of 3 – 4 people from CSU campuses, will be on campus to help CSUSB with marketing and image creation for recruiting students.
Action Items: 
1. Move approval of the following priories for the College of Natural Sciences during the 2006-07 academic year:  Make FTE target (Fall-Winter-Spring), Recruit faculty positions (Biology (2), Computer Engineering (1), HSCI (1), Math (2), Nursing (3)), Develop a recruiting CD, Identify a new building and/or additional laboratory space, Computer Engineering Program, Environmental Sciences program, MPH program, Observatory, Follow-up 5-Year self study, Recruiting S-Stem program, regular and Presidential Scholar students, Additional staff lines for the College, Restore equipment line items.  Approved.
Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update 

a. Fall – Census date is October 11th.  FTE report will be distributed on Thursday, October 12th.  Faculty are urged to ensure all students sitting in their classes are enrolled.  Ross Moran has projected the University will be down by 1%.  Credential program head count has gone down by 19%.  Masters program head count is down by 9% and their FTF’s are down by 9%.  CNS is 4% over University target.  Arts and letters are up by 1%.  
b. Winter – Schedule has gone to print. No printed changes can be made.
c. Spring – Schedule building began this morning, October 9th. 
d. Summer – Schedule build begins November 22nd in the new CMS system.  All summer schedules are to be submitted to Rob for review before they are finalized.  Summer schedules should be built upon student demand.  Targeted amount of students in summer classes is 25.
e. Fall – Schedule building begins January 22nd in the new CMS system.
2. Advancement Priorities for 2006-07.  Roberto discussed fundraising goals handout.  Those goals discussed were amounts to be raised for: The Observatory, Nursing at PDC, Nursing Faculty support, Kinesiology building, Scholarships, WRI, Mobile Math lab, Museum, and the Sherba Endowed Education Program.
3. Wang Family Excellence Award.  Deadline is November 20th.  Stuart Sumida was suggested for category B.  Davida Fischman, Herb Brunkhorst, and Marcia Raines were suggested for category D.  Will discuss more at next meeting.
4. Honorary Degree Nominations.  Council agrees to nominate Jeff Corwin.
a. Jeff Corwin – Dave gave council a handout of Jeff Corwin’s Bio.  He is a Conservational Biologist, and has worked with Stuart Sumida.  
5. International Students and programs.  CSCI International program with Incheon, Korea should be put together by the end of this week, October 13th.  If approved, 1 to 3 students would attend CSUSB in the program each year.  Council agrees that the cultural impact is important and International Student programs should continue as long as it is cost effective for the college.
6. Absence Policy from Teaching Class – Dean would like to know if Department Chairs have a policy in place for faculty missing classes for professional development.  Most decide on a case to case basis.  All faculty absences should be cleared in advance through their department head.
7. Construction Projects

a. BI and PS Buildings – John – No report.
b. Observatory – Roberto – No report.  
