Natural Sciences Chairs Council

November 20, 2006
1:00-3:00 TO 146

Meeting Minutes
Priorities for the Year:  Make FTE target (Fall [104.7%], Winter, Spring), Recruit faculty positions (Biology (2), Computer Engineering (1), HSCI (1), Math (2), Nursing (3)), Develop a recruiting CD, Identify a new building and/or additional laboratory space, Computer Engineering Program, Environmental Sciences program, MPH program, Observatory, Follow-up 5-Year self study, Recruiting S-Stem program, regular and Presidential Scholar students, Additional staff lines for the College, Reinstate equipment line for College.
Approval of minutes for November 6, 2006.  The Minutes were approved as distributed.
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs.  
· Dave Maynard  – The CS Building classrooms that hold 72 students have been looked at regarding the seating problem and it has been determined that the solution is to change the location of the brackets supporting the tables to allow for more room.
· Peter – The application that was resubmitted last spring for the CSET waiver program was approved. The State should approve it in February, 2007.
· George – There were 126 confirmed students at the CSCI Open House representing 7 different high school
· Terry – Terry has hired Vicki Carlson to assist with the Adapted Physical Activity Quarterly Journal which will be funded through the Provost. Terry was named as the new editor earlier this year.
2. Announcements from Administration

· The Dean would like to meet with faculty at their department meetings next quarter.
· The Dean will be on vacation from Nov. 21-24th.

· There were faculty representatives from Biology, Chemistry, and Geology that went on the Needles trip. The site was a good launching point as far as its proximity to other areas. The Dean has asked those faculty that attended to write a short report on whether or not this site could be of interest and value to some of the departments in our college by the end of this quarter.

· The Dean handed out a draft of the new proposed Freshmen Advising/Orientation which will be a 2 day event. Some discussion followed.
· There has been a land lab effort to preserve ¼ of the campus close to the back access road and up to the foot of Badger Hill headed by Kim Williams in Biology. The outcome is that the proposed roadway is now set to be moved in 70-90’ toward campus instead.

Action Items: 

1. Approve General Education report for NSCI 325. The chairs agreed that John Craig will review the report and forward it upon completion of the review.  Passed.
Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update 

a. Winter.  Priority IV registration ends Tuesday, 11-21-06. Data should be distributed by Wednesday, 11-22-06. 
b. Spring.  The schedule has gone to print.
c. Summer.  Schedule build has been pushed back to 11-27-06. CNS needs faculty to teach the capstones. Please email John Craig with any names.  
d. Fall.  Fall schedule building begins on January 22.  Biology and Health Sciences need to get a complete list of their large-lecture classroom needs for 2007-2008 to John Craig.
2. EARDA Program.  Bryan Haddock gave a brief presentation and a handout regarding the NIH Extramural Associated Research Development Award to increase faculty and student participation in biomedical and behavioral related research and training.
3. Grant Support from College Office – Ada Coleman
a. Support for PIs. The Dean handed out a sample report that Ada will do for all grants. Discussion followed. A column for overhead is to be added to the report. The Dean would like feedback on the sample report as soon as possible.

b. Stimulation for new projects (identification, encouragement, newsletter, boiler-plate materials)
4. Fall Augmentation for enrollment – Attachment shows augmentation for Fall. Helen will distribute the allocations.
5. Fall augmentation for scheduling extra classes – The Dean explained the augmentations that will be distributed per the attachment.

6. Majors and FTES growth – The Dean discussed the attachment and emphasized that graduate enrollment is a concern to President Karnig and he is pushing for growth.

7. Status of College funding – The Dean discussed the baseline funding per the attachment that was handed out. He explained that departments doing recruitment are allotted $40,340 for each position. The College covers the rest. So there are constraints on what we will be able to spend on new faculty.
8. 2007 Presidential Scholars – The Dean handed out an attachment of persons identified as 2007 Presidential Scholars.  He expects the departments to contact those students who are interested in their majors by using a form letter. He would also like the departments to contact those listed as undeclared.
9. Construction Projects
a. BI and PS Buildings – The BI Building has realistic move-in dates. Departments involved in moving should now begin to focus on preparation for the move in mid – February. Please note: Throw out junk; pack things now that you will not need in the Winter Quarter; Order boxes from Facilities Services (each faculty office will need approximately 40 boxes); Write a description of the contents on the box; Assess everything that has to be moved in every room and let John know by early January, 2007
b. Observatory – No Report

