Natural Sciences Chairs Council

February 20, 2006
1:00-2:57pm TO-146C
MINUTES

Priorities for the Year (Projected):  Funding for BI and PS remodeling, Make FTE target (Fall-100.7%), Recruit faculty positions (Chemistry, Kinesiology completed), Computer Engineer Program (submitted to CSU), Observatory, Follow-up 5-Year self study, Recruiting regular and Presidential Scholars students, Additional staff lines for the College
Approval of minutes for February 6, 2006 – Approved as amended
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs

a.   CSCI – Computer Engineering prospectus is now at the Chancellor’s Office.
b.   Math – They are interviewing candidates
c.   Kinesiology – They hired their first choice candidate. She is from Indiana University. A Kinesiology student received an outstanding student award from a state organization.
d.   Lory – The Commencement Committee needs representatives from Biology, Health Science and Nursing. 

e.  John Craig – Went to a Capital Outlay meeting and was informed that there are many projects in the air. The BI and PS building remodels received money from original pot of money as well as from Capital Outlay and the Chancellor’s Office. Money will not be available for other projects from these sources during the remodels. There is not as much money from Minor Capital Outlay. There is a new source of money called Capital Renewal, with about $1,000,000 of funding. This money is to be used for infrastructure problems. Something to keep in mind is that Tony Simpson receives a separate pot of money for maintenance issues. 
f.   George – Freshman Advising Day has been rescheduled for June 3, 2006. The main reason for the change of date is for the ELM/EPT scores to be available to advisors.
g.  Chemistry – The department has hired a Bio-Chemist who received her Ph.D from UC Riverside and currently works at UC San Diego Medical Center.

2. Announcements from Administration

a.   Health Science is doing the campus interviews for the Chair candidate. Other departments that are currently recruiting need to keep moving forward. 
b.  The College still has about 70 student computers to purchase
c.   Counselor’s Day will be held on April 20, 2006. High School counselors will be coming to campus, and the Dean will give a presentation. If you would like updated information given out about your department or would like to participate, notify the Dean.
d.  The first meeting of the Museum Committee will be Wednesday, 

      2-22-06 at 4:00pm. There are six departments on the committee

e.   The first round of lottery money has been transferred and the second    allocation should come around mid-March.
f.    The Dean put out an idea for further discussion and brainstorming  regarding a “summer pod”. This will be research funding for faculty with student help. Both the faculty and student might receive a stipend. The Dean is looking for feedback from the chairs after having discussed this with their faculty.

Action Items: 

1.
Rank acceptable suggestions for a New Degree Emphasis for the College
a.   Bio Informatics / Engineering (Biology & CSCI) - Undergraduate Level Program?


b.   Video Game Design (CSCI and Art Dept.)


c.    Information Security (CSCI & IDS)


d.    Museum Science (Biology & Geology)

e.    B.S. in Environmental Science (Geology, Biology, Chemistry)

The Dean will ask the above departments as to whether they would be interested in the above suggestions.

Discussion Items:

1. Faculty-Staff Campaign 2005-06: Terry Carlos gave a presentation about the fundraising effort. Their goal is 100% faculty and staff participation. Persons can either make a one-time contribution or can do a payroll deduction.  Deductions would begin on July 1, 2006
2. Scheduling update: 

a. Spring – Priority registration ends today. The university looks like it will be under target for the year at about 1.5%. Each department should work to get as many FTEs as possible. The next university budget meeting will be held on March 2, 2006. Natural Sciences is the highest of all colleges in FTEs 
b. Summer – no comment was made
c. Fall – Schedule building begins on Monday, 2-27-06. John is trying to firm up the capstone classes. He handed out an attachment showing room allocation. The rooms highlighted in dark orange are the large lecture rooms for the capstone classes.
3. Transfer Day will be held on Saturday, 2-25-06. The college time slot is from 10:50-11:35am. Seven departments are interested in participating.

4. Status of 5-Year Academic Reviews: Biology had to re-schedule their appointment. The Dean feels that all of the departments did a good job in preparation of priorities for the meeting. After Biology has their meeting, the Dean will rank the priorities for the departments.
5. Silent auction items for CSUSB Gala: No ideas were put forth. The chairs will ask their faculty for ideas.

6. Student computer replacement report –(Concepcion, Maynard, and Polcyn) They are currently developing a survey form for departments to inventory their computers. Department chairs are to ask their faculty to list any smart classrooms (the computers) that they are having problems with, ranking the worst ones high on their list.
7. NSF Scholarships in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (S-STEM) Grant – George: The committee has made considerable progress. The current plans are as follows:

a. Scholarship to be $1500-3500 per student per year

b. 4 year scholarship provided

c. Committee selects the students
d. They must meet minimum qualifications of 3.5 GPA, and take a minimum of 36 credits per year
e. Recruitment will be from the top 2% of high school students in San Bernardino and Riverside Counties, excluding the Presidential Scholars.

f. Student may also be nominated by their high school counselor if they are not in the top 2% and must still meet other criteria.

g. The recruit should have 1 AP science with a B or better or 3 years of science maintaining a B or better.

h. The recruit must be Calculus ready.

i. Cohort will be defined by seminar.

j. Awards will be based on financial need.

k. College of Natural Sciences will provide $1500 per year for a student whose financial needs change after starting the grant.

l. A grant writer will be employed to assist in writing the grant

m. The next meeting will be held on Friday, 2-24-06.

8.      Construction Projects

a. BI and PS Buildings – John will attend a job start meeting on Tuesday, 2-21-06. The phase II moving plan from Biology and Geology is due to John Craig by Friday, 2-24-06. they are moving ahead on plans to move trailers for COE during the quarter break

b. No report

