Natural Sciences Chairs Council

February 6, 2006
1:00-2:48 TO-145
MINUTES

Priorities for the Year (Projected):  Funding for BI and PS remodeling (funded), Make FTE target (Fall-100.7%, Winter-103%), Recruit faculty positions (Chemistry, Kinesiology (Interviews completed)), Computer Engineering Program (submitted to CSU), Observatory, Follow-up 5-Year self study, Recruiting regular and Presidential Scholars students, Additional staff lines for the College

Approval of minutes for January 23, 2006 - Approved
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs

a. Chemistry – Search for Biochemistry candidate is on-going; have concluded interviews and should make decision this week on final candidate
b. CSCI - Dr. Fernandez contacted the department regarding a possible dual program with Yunnan University in China.  If other departments are interested, they should indicate to the Dean.
c. HSCI – Have begun interviewing candidates for Chair position
d. Helen – Computers have been ordered for the labs; departments are to order non-student equipment that was approved by the end of the week and Helen will back fill the account
2. Announcements from Administration

a. Math and Science Summit: 3-2-06– Carlson, Fischman and Maynard are indicated to attend. 
b. BI & PS remodel bids: opened and settled last week; there are adequate funds and there will be no shells left in the buildings. Any questions, see John Craig with specifics
c. CSU Academic Technology Leadership Conference – 2-27-06 in San Diego

d. Watson Development projects – Tree planting – 60 students with 5-6 faculty plus the Dean planted almost 250 trees; Watson to give $30k to student clubs for planting and continued watering of the trees on 7 different occasions over a 2 year period; Clubs should provide Helen with account numbers that she can transfer the money into; Watson would like to have the students plant approximately 1,000 more trees in the Del Rosa area next year; Havasu project – Watson made a presentation to tribe and they are waiting for a response
e. CSUSB Academic Technology Committee – Schubert has been suggested; possibly Marsha Greer and Kim Cousins will be nominated
f. The following departments still need to submit applicant letters and fact sheets to the Dean: Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Nursing, Nutrition, and Physics.

g. Need survey data from Fall 2005 on Graduate programs submitted to the Dean no later than 2-24-06 with the following data:

Number of applicants to a given program


Number of students who turned us down after being accepted


Number of students who entered the program

Action Items: 

1.
Rank acceptable suggestions for a New Degree Emphasis for the College
a. Bio Informatics / Engineering (Biology & CSCI) –Master’s Level Program?


b. Video Game Design (CSCI, Math, Biology, and Art Dept.)


c. Information Security (CSCI and Information Decision Sciences))


d. Museum Science (Biology & Geology)

Speak with departments and be ready to discuss and rank at next chair’s meeting.

Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling update: 

a. Spring – Priority registration began today 
b. Summer – This is the last week for changes to the schedule
c. Fall – Start build late February to early March
2. Transfer Day on 2-25-06 from 9:30a-12:30p; Will provide information to prospective transfer students; expecting approximately 500 students; Need representatives from NSCI departments from 10:50a-11:35a to meet with students; give names of representatives to George by 2-17-06; the following departments have representatives: CSCI, Geology, Kinesiology and Math 
3. Enrollment Augmentation – per attachment Helen will transfer the funds this week

4. Museum representatives – Dean will chair the committee to start; Roberto will be available as a resource; The purpose of the committee is to determine content and types of things to development in the “big” museum; these ideas will not affect the “small” museum
a. Biology – Stuart Sumida

b. Chemistry – John Tate

c. Computer Science – Dick Botting

d. Geology – Erik Melchiorre

e. Kinesiology – Shannon Siegel

f. Physics – Laura Woodney

5. Silent auction items for CSUSB Gala in May: minimum of $100.00; no ideas have come forth; Chairs to talk to their faculty and see if there is interest 
6. Student Computer Replacement report – D. Maynard, A. Concepcion, D. Polcyn: met on 1-20 and 2-3; discussed possible changes to current plan per attachment that was handed out showing computers by department and when they will be up for replacement.  To map out a “new” plan, they are requesting the number of computers in each department categorized by student, faculty and staff computers and to be listed by priority for replacement along with a desired cycled time for each group.  The committee will survey the magnitude of the problem after receiving the data and will develop and propose a new plan.  The committee plans to request additional funding from upper administration.  Discussion followed on the problem of replacing computers in smart classrooms and who should pay for the replacement.  The Dean will have Ken Poarch forward the computer inventory spreadsheet to the chairs for review to assist them in coming up with the requested data previously mentioned
7. NSF Scholarships in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (S-STEM) grant: George reported that all 6 departments are participating and they met Friday, 2-3-06.  Many ideas were put on the table regarding how to accept the students and to define cohorts.  It was brought up that AP credit may not be a good idea due to cost to the student.  Dropping below the Presidential Scholars limit of 1% down to 2% would make for a very large “pool” of students.  It was difficult to find one common course for cohorts.  They are looking at a seminar series for the students and to see if it is possible to get overhead money for faculty mentors.  The committee will meet again on 2-10-06.  The letter of intent must be submitted by early March

8. Construction Projects:
a. BI Building – Campus is doing decontamination and should be finished by Wednesday, 2-8-06.  Walk-through on Wednesday as well to verify completion before demolition begins; the Student Union trailers should be empty of its occupants by the end of February to early March.  Temporary recreation center slated to move by first week in April.  Biology, Geology and Physics need to start thinking about where faculty and labs will be when BI building is complete.  Keep in mind that we need to make space for Physics in the BI and Chemical Sciences building until final remodel is complete; Departments are to give their “plans” to John Craig
b. Observatory – No report
