Natural Sciences Chairs Council

May 16, 2005

1:00-3:00 BI 129

MINUTES-DRAFT

Priorities for the Year (Projected):  Securing funding for remodel of BI and PS Buildings, external funding for observatory, secure program accreditations, complete self studies (all reports written), complete single subject credential studies, computer engineering program, move into Chemical Sciences Building, Make FTES targets (Fall 105%, Winter 98.3%, Spring 92.0%, Annual 97.9%), Recruit faculty positions (6 positions being advertised), recruit Presidential Scholars, student recruiting

Approval of minutes for April 18, 2005 –Approved

Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs

a. Kinesiology hired two new faculty members

b. Math—Peter Williams’ wife had a baby (3rd boy!)

c. CSCI—department picnic will be held this Saturday, May 21 from 11-3 at the soccer field.

2. Announcements from Administration

a. The dean needs to have a letter from each department that will be closing their searches.

b. The University will be compiling information on information security.  You will need to fill the form out and have it returned to the college office by June 1.

c.  Departments will be receiving indirect cost money from grants that they have received.  Top college producers:  Kim Williams, Paul Dixon and Sue Lederer.

d.  Lottery money will be distributed soon.  Information was sent to Helen so that she can process.

3. Outstanding faculty for 2005

a. Teaching - Dr. Gerald Thrush

b. Professional Growth – Dr. Shumei Yang

c. Service - Dr. Karen Kolehmainen

4. Proposal Writing:  Attachment.  Please share the information on attached information.

5. 5yr Self Study Report Status:  All on campus visits are done and all reviewer reports are in.  You will need to respond so that the priorities will be looked at more clearly.  

Action Items: 

Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update 

Summer—Priority IV ends tomorrow.  Please encourage students to enroll.  Arts & Letters may let classes go under 25.  They are more concerned with FTEs rather than the money.  If you have a class that should go, please let the Dean know.

a. Fall  Registration begins May 18th
b. Winter—Schedule build begins May 23.  Do not schedule TC 23/26

2. Tenure-track positions for 2005 –

a.  Hsci wants 1

b.  Nurs 2

c.  Kine 1

d.  Csci 1

3. FTES Targets for 2005-06 – see attachment—Lou has asked the bigger colleges to take on an additional 2% increase for the Education shortfall.  See if you can cover the projection.  Let Rob know by 5/20 if you are fine the targets for next year.

4. Presidential Scholars—please contact the students in your discipline and invite them to campus.

5. Watson & Associates—The developer of the homes across the street has donated money for a Literary Center.  He is looking to have developments in Havasu and Needles.  He would like to have the university have a field station in needles.  He is looking for a preserve (about 1000 acres).   Any departments and faculty that would bin interested in field trips, developing coursework etc… let Rob know by May 27.

6. Development report – this year – Roberto

a.  Observatory—Cal Portland Cement is deciding whether or not to fund $800K.  T-Mobile is interested in donating somewhere between $300-400K.

b.  Nursing Faculty Initiative—St. Bernardine’s and Community Hospital has agreed to continue with the $60K for this.

c.  Scholarship—we have had several commitments.  We have about $45-50 thousand, but need $70.

d.   Mineral Collection from Stu Ellins is estimated at $60,000.

e.  RN-BSN at the Palm Desert Campus—looking for funding to cover the expenses of the program.

f.  Health Education Proposal is $41,000 for Nursing.

7. College Development Goals – next year—Grant for remodel of Biology building has been submitted for 2 shell labs.  We need to hit alumni development.  If you have any other ideas for development in the next year, let Rob or Roberto know.  Other ideas:  Remodel project, Nursing funding, HSC Assistantships for MPH program,  Health careers advising grant.  Check with your faculty for any additional ideas.

8. Pork requests for 2006—HSCI, supercomputing with Physics and Csci

9. Professor for a Day – Roberto—Needs to hear back from Hsci, Biol, Csci, Chem to see who will be representing your departments.  Would you like to ask any retired faculty or alumni to participate.  This is our tie into the 40th anniversary event.  Planning committee to meet May 26 at 10:00am

10. Construction Projects

a. Chemical Sciences Building – new completion date is August 4 and move on Aug 8th.  John will need to meet at department meetings to discuss.

b. BI and PS Buildings – Remodel project to start September 1.

c. Observatory – discussed above.

