Natural Sciences Chairs Council

May 24, 2004

1:00-3:00 BI 129

MINUTES 
Priorities for the Year:  Making FTE Targets (Fall-+2%, Winter- -3.1%, Spring - -7.3%), Student recruitment both high school and community colleges (11 scholars, CSCI and Nursing active in high school recruiting, Observatory (on-site visit by Keck Foundation, Cingular Wireless, Hoag Foundation), Space concerns (Geology rock house, trailers), Technical Staffing, Faculty computer replacement (partial through lottery funds), Develop matching funds for grants, Faculty recruitment (6 positions-reduced to 1), Possible new degree options, Sharing faculty through team teaching and joint appointments, Flexible Faculty Workload, Student Retention/Graduation Rate (roadmaps on website) 

1. Approval of minutes for 5/10/04 ---TABLED
Informational Items

1. Approval by Desert Healthcare District – This was funded, we will begin the RN to BSN in palm desert area this fall.

2. HPE approved for seismic planning and retrofit—We were notified this last Friday that this project has been approved.  Have not heard when this will begin.

3. Reminder:  #1 Goal for Department Program Improvement for 2004-05 due May 31.

4. Reminder: Program Reviews next year

a. Must include assessment data and responses

b. Must include justification for each program having more than 180 units required for graduation

c. Prichard to attend next meeting

5.
Curricular changes:  it you have changes in resource needs when you make curriculum changes/request, you need to get with the Dean or John.  Just because the Curriculum committee approves a course/program, does not mean the college will approve the additional resources needed to cover this without prior approval.

Action Items: 

Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update

a. Summer—late registration begins next week.  Our numbers are still very low.

b. Fall—registration began on the 18th.  Let John know if you have any problems.

c. Winter—Schedule build began today.  The current date for the Annex finishing is Feb 23rd.  Still plan to schedule in the BI building at this point.

2. Risk Management for Student Experiences - (see attachment) – Patrick McDonald visited with us to discuss internship contracts.  He is willing to work with any department needing contracts written up.  Each “site” will have their own needs, and his is willing to work with them to see that they are met to their and the universities satisfaction.  

3. Graduate Student Enrollment in CEL—It appears that there will be a change in requirements for graduate students to work as “grad assistants”.  They will need to be enrolled in regular session coursework, not through CEL beginning in the Fall.  So, if you have students you plan to hire, you must notify them that they will no longer be able to enroll through College of Extended Learning to be a state supported “graduate assistant”.

4. Seismic Review of BI and PS – This review puts the project about $7 million dollars out of scope.  Mr. Demauro will be requesting more money from the Chancellors office to cover the retrofit on June 7th.  We are hoping to design the project less expensively, but it will change the project.  One option that was discussed is to deny the funding and be put back on the “list” for remodeling, but this could put it of many years, without assurance that it will be funded again. 

5. Student social security numbers—In the fall quarter, SS#’s will no longer be used as the student’s ID number.  Each student will be given a “Student ID” number this summer are we are now asked to ask students for their ID number and try to get away from asking them for their Social Security number.  Please pass this info on to your staff.  This new system will allow faculty to post their grades without problems.

6. Equipment inventory – (see handout)—Each department has a list of equipment that was not found on the audit.  Some of this you will know where it is, and when you find it, please let the dean know where it is located.  If these items fall off the list, we will get less equipment money in the future because it is distributed in relation to how much equipment we currently have on the books.

7. Construction Projects

a. Science Annex – Still behind schedule, but projected to be finished February 23, 2005.

b. BI and PS Buildings – discussed above.

c. Observatory – Nothing new to report.

d. Geology Rock House – nothing new to report.

