Natural Sciences Chairs Council

May 5, 2003

1:00-3:00 BI-129

Minutes

Priorities for the Year:  Making FTE Targets (Fall - almost on target, Winter – over target), Student recruitment both high school and community colleges (Press-Enterprise open house), Observatory (Grant to Keck Foundation, pursuing other opportunities), Space concerns (Annex-out to bid, BI and PS Remodel-funded with initial planning), Technical Staffing Concerns, Lottery $$ allocation preservation (not successful due to inventory reduction), Faculty computer replacement, Develop matching funds for grants (selective matches being provided, greater stimulus for grants not requiring a match), Faculty recruitment (10 searches underway), Possible new degree options (Engineering – approved for master plan, Environmental Science), Sharing faculty through team teaching and joint appointments, Laboratory Computer Replacement Plan (plan developed), Flexible Faculty Workload, Student Retention/Graduation Rate
1. The Minutes from 05/05/03 were. Approved. 

Informational Items

1. Next Chair’s Meeting 05/19/03

2. Please get with Helen as soon as possible to order approved items from the 2002-03 Equipment List.

3. Hooding concerns regarding Commencement will be addressed as we get closer to the actual date and the final number of graduating students is known.

Action Items: 

1. Approval of Computer Science Summer Laboratory support expenses –  (Csci approved for $2200 versus $4320 that was requested)
2. Approval of lottery money expenditure ($100,000) - 
(lists of items attached)

Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update – John

a.  Summer – Priority 2 now in progress

b.  Fall – No new updates

c. Winter – No new updates 

2. Graduation Plans – (Jerry) – Please provide CNS office with the Outstanding Graduating Students to ensure recognition.  

3. May 17 – Freshmen Advising Day – (Jerry) Representation of all majors within Natural Sciences is strongly advised.  Geology and Physics are currently not represented.

4. Discussion of the Use of Class Attendance as a Primary Determinant of a Grade – Please discuss amongst your faculty and attempt to gather insight on this matter.  Concern is a high percentage of the student grade being based upon attendance.

5. Status of Faculty Searches for Fall, 2003-04 –The offer made by the Biology Department was not accepted.(position  still open).    

6. Possible Job Description for Assistant/Associate Dean – At the present moment this position has a 1/2 time release incentive. Suggestions were made to add a monetary incentive for this position if at all possible as well as specification that a tenured track be required for consideration of this position. Suggestions to increase release time from ½ to ¾ also made.

7. Cooperative Single Subject Teaching Concept

a. CCTC Single Subject Meeting – Meeting May 7th (10 – 3 pm), the focus for this meeting will be in the majors of Math and Natural Sciences. 

b. Multiple campus proposal – Tabled until after the CCTC Single Subject Meeting scheduled on May 7th 

8. Professional Master’s degree programs – July 9th (please note date change) meeting in Long Beach – there will be funding available for 1 person and Chair’s are recommended to attend.

9. Construction projects update

a. Science Annex – (John, David) – Bids open on Thursday, May 8th @ 2 p.m.

b. BI and PS Buildings – (John) – Configuration has been confirmed and search for architect is in progress. Room specifications currently being viewed by the Chancellors Office.

c. Observatory – (Rob, Roberto) – No new updates

d. Geology Rock House – (Rob, Alan) – Not yet out for bid

