Natural Sciences Chairs Council

June 5, 2006
1:00-2:50 TC 146
Minutes

Priorities for the Year (Projected):  Funding for BI and PS remodeling (funded), Make FTE target (Fall-100.7%, Winter-103%, Spring –105%), Recruit faculty positions (Chemistry [Kim], Kinesiology [Oh], HSCI Chair [Coleman],  Environmental Health [Phalen], & Health Administration – closed), Nursing Chair [waiting]. Faculty 1 [Smith-Stoner], Faculty 2 [offer being made] & 3 [closed] and Math [Dunn]), Computer Engineering Program (approved to implement Fall, 2007), Observatory, Follow-up 5-Year self study (Final Interviews Completed), Recruiting regular and Presidential Scholars students, Additional staff lines for the College
Approval of minutes for May 15, 2006.  The minutes were approved as included in the meeting packet.
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs

· Alan.  Two weeks ago, 4 Geology students received scholarships from the mining industry ranging from $500-$1000.The students are sophomores and juniors.
· George for CSCI. Computer Engineering Program was approved and will begin in Fall, 2007. It was developed by faculty in Physics and Computer Science. A B.S. in Bio-Informatics has been approved as a pilot program to begin in Fall, 2007.

· Lory.  The final count of graduates is 274. There are very few RSVPs from faculty from Commencement. 
· Paul. He reported that while on State business, a faculty member was in an automobile accident. The University is challenging payment because the rental car company that was chosen was not the primary company that the University prefers.
2. Announcements from Administration

a. Freshman Advising Day 2006 June 3.  George handed out CNS flyers to all undeclared students trying to recruit them to our majors. The campus reportedly signed up 1047 students.
b. Hoichi Scholarship.  The family visited CSUSB two weeks ago and spoke to 4 students. A subsequent commitment has been made to 1 student for financial support for the summer. 
c. Research Pod Awards.  Michael Chao, Richard Fehn, Hajrudin Fejzic, James Ferrari, Ernesto Gomez, Yasha Karant, Anthony Metcalf, James Noblet, Brett Stanley, David Turner
d.   Process for canceling summer classes. Dr. Fernandez wants to be notified of any classes that are going to be canceled. Consider canceling any classes that have 0-10 enrollments. A reminder was given to get as many enrollments as possible. 
e.
Summer Chairs Council meetings. The Dean will be looking at the first week of each month possibly on Tuesdays or Wednesdays. He will check the schedule and send out an email of possible dates.
Action Items: 
Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update 

a. Summer.  We have reached the end of the open enrollment period.
b. Fall.  Priority II has been posted on the web and priority III will end on June 7th.
c. Winter. The room reservation period has ended and it appears that the College is in good shape. Yasuda Center (EE-111) will replace PS-010. John Craig wishes to get feedback on whether or not there should be a platform for the instructors to stand on. If not, please give him alternate suggestions.
2.
New campus logo. Public Affairs gave a presentation on new proposals for the CSUSB logo. A sheet of logos was distributed for the chairs to rank and give back to Lory who will forward them to Public Affairs. 
3.
Schedule for Outstanding Student Recognition Program. June 16, 2006 at 3:00 in the Pine Room. Each chair will introduce their outstanding student, speaking for no more than 1 minute. The student will then speak for no more than 2 minutes. Those departments with graduate programs will introduce the outstanding undergraduate, then the outstanding graduate.
4.
Results of Five-Year review of Programs. Per the attachment, the Dean explained the self-study priorities. He will try to arrange for funding over the next 5 years. The Provost has already agreed to it.
5.
Fourth discussion of new 2006-07 funding. Per attachment

a.   June 15 is the deadline for 2007 positions to fill as well as replacements. 


b.   Baseline – per attachment, the Dean gave his suggestions on how to spend it assuming no funds will be given back.


      i.
Five new positions will be allocated conditioning upon funding being approved in order of priority:  Chemistry, Biology, Nursing, Mathematics, Computer Engineering
      

      ii.
$100,000 – lecturer in Geology, College staff position for equipment repair
            c.   One-time money – equipment, student assistant funding for laboratory preps, funding for self-study items
6.
Construction Projects
a. BI Building – John Craig needs the key lists for both buildings sent electronically by the end of the week. On Thursday, June 8th, there is a scheduled walk-through at 3pm. The casework shop drawings will be available by Friday or Monday. Please review them carefully and give any corrections to John by the end of next week.
b. PS Building – No report
c. Observatory – They will be holding a mini campaign to raise additional funds.
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