Natural Sciences Chairs Council

July 11, 2006
1:00-3:10 TC 146
Minutes

Priorities for the Year (Projected):  Funding for BI and PS remodeling (funded), Make FTE target (Fall-100.7%, Winter-103%, Spring –105%), Recruit faculty positions (Chemistry [Kim], Kinesiology [Oh], HSCI Chair [Coleman], Environmental Health [Phalen], & Health Administration – closed), Nursing Chair [waiting]. Faculty 1 [Smith-Stoner], Faculty 2 [offer being made] & 3 [closed] and Math [Dunn]), Computer Engineering Program (approved to implement Fall, 2007), Observatory, Follow-up 5-Year self study (Final Interviews Completed), Recruiting regular and Presidential Scholars students, Additional staff lines for the College
Approval of minutes for June 5, 2006.  The minutes were approved as included in the meeting packet.
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs

· No announcements
2. Announcements from Administration

a. Freshman Advising Day 2006 June 3.  George spoke to undeclared students about new Computer Engineering program. One problem that arose was the Nursing Department had over 200 students and only one faculty to advise them.
b. Hoichi Scholarship.  Commitments have been made to 2 students. $1600 has been spent and approximately $8300 is left over for this year. The Dean is looking for students that have a 3.4 to 4.0 GPA. and have immediate financial need. 
c.   Admin Council.  
· APLE award from the state is being offered to those students who have acquired high amounts of debt from education costs. The state sill pay off debt in return for the following: Must be a Math or Science major; must become a teacher in an underprivileged area. The Financial Aid Office has the applications, or the link can be added to each department’s website by contacting Kim Williams in Biology.

· Two new centers will be named: The Jim Watson Literacy Center in the College of Education; The Bill and Bobbi Leonard Transportation Center.

· The CSU “Cornerstones” initiative appears to be coming back.

· There was conversation about the importance of distance education, but no proposals were made.
· A SFSU faculty had their laptop stolen and there were approximately 3000 students’ social security numbers on it and they have now been compromised. Anticipate an increased concern for the protection of student records this Fall.

· COLEA and the Patriot Act have allowed increased use of wire taps.

· It appears that there is no chance that the Technology Fee will pass.

· There was a discussion on rollover money that exists in the CSU.

· $1.365 million has been put into the Governor’s budget for a Math and Science teaching initiative.

· The entertainment industry is looking for interns.

· Al Mariam has decided to return to faculty and Risa Dickson will take his place in the President’s Office working on special projects.

· The President is looking for an African-American person/faculty to represent the President’s Office in the community.

· Leo Connolly will be the new Associate Dean for the College of Arts and Letters.

· Anticipate a request for data for change in faculty over the past 5 years to include gender and ethnicity.

· The Board of Trustees maintains a zero tolerance for the new enrollment target for the upcoming academic year.

Action Items: 
Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update 

a. Summer.  The university hoped to make 3300, but that isn’t going to happen. The College has made target and above.
b. Fall.  No report.
c. Winter. Schedule building is open until the beginning of September.
2.
Projections for making Target in 2006-07. 

a.    Summer: The University is under target, but our College made target and          above.


b.    Fall: Two weeks ago, a report was given that the University should be about 1% over for the Fall, and now the report is that the campus will be close to 5% under target. 4-5% = approximately 600 students, which in turn = $6 million. If the targets don’t stabilize, the University may give back money for targets. Our College is in a good position; we are projected to be 1% over target for the Fall. 

3.
Faculty Searches for 2006-04. Replacement positions may move forward, but approved new positions will have to hold off until we are informed otherwise.
4.
Review of Temporary Faculty. Faculty should not be reappointed until the review has been completed and consideration of the review has been made.
5.
Planning for New Facilities. If the bond issue passes in November, there may be funding for a new building on campus. The University has a Performing Arts Center in mind; however there is no supporting data for entitlement to space. CNS proposed a new building to Capital Planning for either Biology, Geology, Kinesiology, Nursing or College of Natural Sciences. Preliminary data on entitlement of space has been submitted and we are currently reviewing it. The Dean asked that over the summer, we strategize on a plan to get a new building.

6. Vacation Schedule and College responsibilities. The Dean will be gone on vacation from July 12 to August 7. John Craig will be available for signatures and decision making by contacting Lory or calling his cell phone.

· George has accepted the position of Chair in the Computer Science Department. A new Assistant Dean needs to be identified. A discussion followed on a job description and whether the position should be half or full time. 

· Thanh Le will be leaving to take a half time position with Bryan Haddock. There was a discussion on a job description of that position.
7. Travel Issue. The State has a contract with American Express. When traveling, if you use the Corporate American Express Card, there is an extra insurance policy on car rentals. The State also covers those cars rented by approved agencies. Otherwise, there is no way to obtain insurance on rental cars and be reimbursed for it. 
8. Construction Projects.
a. BI Building –On Thursday, July 13th, there is a scheduled walk-through at 3pm. Construction is still on schedule.
b. PS Building – No report
c. Observatory – No report
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