Natural Sciences Chairs Council

September 26, 2005

1:00-2:40 TO-145
MINUTES

Priorities for the Year (Projected):  Funding for BI and PS buildings, Make FTE targets, Recruit faculty positions, Computer Engineer Program, Observatory, Follow-up 5-year self studies, Recruit regular and Presidential Scholar students, Identify additional staff for the College

Approval of minutes for June 13, 2005 – Approved




   for September 14, 2005 - Approved

Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs

a. Nursing – Nursing convocation will be held on 9-27-05 @ 5pm
b. Physics – James is being asked by several people for tech support and he is overwhelmed. Paul has requested that any future requests for James’ assistance go through him first.
c. Helen – Passed out new P/T faculty budgets including summer costs
d. Lory – Course overload forms will need instructor and chair signature for those classes which are closed 

e. John – FEMA grant for BI and PS buildings has been approved (approx. 3.5 million)
f. Kinesiology – Fitness Center tent to be relocated to either the north end of the basketball courts or between old PE building and new recreation center with a cost of approx. $210,000
g. Computer Science – Series of Bio-Informatics seminars on 10-7-05 and 10-10-05. 
h. Chemistry – Bio-Chem ads ran and there are already three applicants
2. Announcements from Administration

a. Board of Trustees will hear a 5 year program on how to get employees up to equity in salaries
b. Governor has the legislations enabling the doctoral program in Education for CSU campuses.
c. Funding – Board of Trustees looking at marginal cost funding for enrollment, graduate student credit for FTES calculation, and space allocation.
e. 2005-06 Budget short fall in salaries, computer center and deferred maintenance 

f. Lottery funds have been approved – deadline of Oct. 1st for lists

g. Early Assessment Testing – 50,000 more students took it, 29% increase in English success, 5% increase in Math success.
3. Army Grant to ICEE for Science entrepreneurs – no interest from depts.
4. Graduate Fair – October 3rd from 10-2, Pfau Library
5. University picnic – September 28th
6. Admissions & Student Recruitment – Open House on October 15th from 10-2: Immediate interest from Computer Science, Geology, Kinesiology and Chemistry
Action Items: 

Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling update: 

a. Fall – As of 1st day of classes, we have made target
b. Winter—Schedule has been built
c. Spring – Schedule build is about another month out

2. CNS Priorities for 2005-06 AY – Approved (see above)
3. Improving Dean’s Performance – Tabled discussion until after the review committee meets again.
4. Staff needs for the College – discussion on getting funding for instructional research technicians
5. Construction Projects
a. Chemical Sciences Building – contractor is now working on punch list items. Telecom and museum should be completed by the end of this week

b. BI and PS buildings – meetings with contractors on 9-27-05; the project has not been put out to bid yet; looking at the end of October to have the BI building cleared out

c. Observatory – no report was given

